Introduction to Chemistry
Syllabus
Semester I & II
Science Department

Fountain hills High School

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Email:  pmcelligott@fhusd.org
Required for the course:

Notebook – three ring for notes and handouts

Paper

Pen/pencil
Inexpensive scientific calculator (needs to be able to do 
log/antilog/natural log/ anti-natural-log, scientific notatation)
Lab notebook – cheap spiral notebook in which the pages will not rip out easily

Text book 

Chemistry Concepts and Applications, Phillips et al., Glencoe – Hall pub. 2005.
Notebook policy

I want notebooks organized as follows:

a. this syllabus

b. current homework

c. handouts and packets

d. periodic table of elements

e. tests quizzes

This notebook shall remain neat and organized.  You will receive periodic grades on the status of your notebook.  This will be part of your quiz grade.

Keep a consistent set of notes and tests/quizzes for all the semester.  These will be for your final exam review. The exam will be cumulative.  I will not pass out review copies of any tests or quizzes. I will hand out a review sheet with an outline we will study for the final.

Homework

See Late policy 

All homework must be legible. If I cannot read it, it is not graded.  You will lose one letter grade and you must complete it again for no more than 90% credit if it was perfect or less if it was not.
Each assignment passed in must contain you name, period, date and page and numbers of the assignment.

Failure to follow these rules will result in an assignment that will be considered late.  See late policy.

Calendar of Assignments

You will know each Monday what will be due Friday.  You are responsible to turn in all work on time or late deductions will occur. See late Policy.

Absences

See School Policy.

Plagiarism

See school policy.

Cheating

See school policy

Classroom management

1. Be respectful to me and others at all times.  I have as much right to be able to teach as you have to be in a good learning environment.

2. Come prepared each class with assignments done and material reviewed as requested.

3. Come each day with the materials you need to be successful.  Failure to do so will meet with detention.

4. Ask questions. Participate . Get involved.

Inappropriate Behavior policy

First infraction: Warning

Second infraction: Detention (Mine or Schools)

Third infraction( Administrative Involvement)

Homework Club

1. If your over all grade falls to below a “C- “, Congratulations you are in homework club.

This will meet each week after school from 2:15-2:55

2. You will continue to come until your grade is at or above a 70%.

3. You must do your science work during this time. If no assignments are accomplished in the time period you will receive detention in addition.
4. Failure to show up will be result in severe consequences.

EXTRA HELP: 


Most days at lunch I will be available for Extra Help.  If you do not have a lunch that matches mine you must come to one of the after school days announced.  If you need help or need to make up an activity or assignment from an absence you may come at any of these times.  

Over all Grade calculations:
Once a quarter is over your grade is recalculated as a new quarter and averaged with the previous quarter.

Both quarters averaged are equal to 80% over all.

Final Exam by school policy is 20% of the full semester grade.  It will be a standardized multiple choice exam.
Assignments- are due on Fridays of the week assigned unless stated otherwise on that Monday.

Labs will very in length of time and are due by the following Friday after they were completed.  You will turn in you lab books on Friday and they will be returned graded that Monday.

Late assignments- due to illness.

You have the same days in your absence to complete and pass in the assignment- See School Policy.

Labs missed due to illness can not be made up.  The danger of running multiple labs in makeup is prohibited due to safety.  Instead you will be assigned a three page paper to research and type within 5 calendar school days of your returning.  You are allowed one alternative paper per quarter.  Above one absent week you are required to do alternative labs of the instructors choosing.
Grading:  Grades will be based on a weighted percentage of points possible.  The student handbook contains the same scale.

A+  
97-100
B+
87-89

C+
77-79

D+
67-69


A
93-96

B
83-86

C
73-76

D
63-66



A-
90-92

B-
80-82

C-
70-72

D-
60-62   Failing below 60

Grades will be given in 6 weighting categories as follows:


Tests





25% of quarter grade


Laboratory 




25% of quarter grade


Homework and quizzes


15% of quarter grade


Worksheets 



15% of quarter grade


Semester Project



15% of quarter grade


Safety and conduct


  5%



Cumulative Final Exam 



20% of semester grade

EXTRA TIME OR HELP & Credit Rules: 


Most days at lunch I will be available for Study Hall.  If you do not have a lunch that matches mine you must come to one of two after school days TBA.   If you need help or need to make up an activity or assignment from an absence you may come at any of these times.  

If you fall below 70% in this class at anytime you will be required to attend Homework Club one - two days a week until you are caught up (Instructors will decide which). Failure to come to study hall results in a detention and an additional study hall and notification of parents.   

Failure to do homework or worksheets on time in a repeated manner will also get you mandatory Homework Club and loss of ½ the credit for that homework assignment.  You have 5 school days to make up a missed homework assignment or there is no credit.

Labs not completed or not turned in on time results in an immediate loss of 1/2 the credit. You will lose all of the credit in one week.

Tests and quizzes not completed due to absence or other circumstance must be done according to school policy.  Failure to do so achieves an automatic zero.

Semester projects are announced 4 weeks into the semester and are generally due by the end of November or the end of April depending on the semester.  You will receive the rules when the project is announced.  Failure to meet the due date results in an immediate loss of 1/3 the credit with no extension. 
Late Work from absences & Make-up Work Policy:   Make-up work due to absences is outlined in your student handbook.  One day grace for each full day missed.  Missing class for an activity is not considered an absence.  You will need to make arrangements with your instructor for work missed to have it done in advance.  In the case of tests or quizzes you must take them on your return from the activity or receive a zero.   

Unexcused Absences

See School Policy – You receive a zero for all work that day.  This includes classes you were late by 10 or more minutes.

“Can I do an assignment again for more Credit?”:  The work that is covered under this policy is worksheets and labs only.  From the day an assignment is passed back you have 5 class days to take the corrections and pass in the assignment for regrading.  YOU WILL RECEIVE NO NORE THAN 70% (C-) AS THE HIGHEST GRADE.  Note:  This does not apply to tests or quizzes.  If you did not pass an assignment in on time you can not get more credit.

“I was absent the day you assigned the work.” : All assignments ( including worksheets, homework and labs) are given on the Monday of each week and are due by Friday. Tests and quiz dates are also announced on Mondays. Special exceptions may be made for a few labs if they extend longer than expected. You are responsible to call in, check the website, or email me and get the assignment. I can have the assignment at the front office desk waiting for you if you call.    

I will try to post the assignments each week on a web site.  Or you can email me by 1PM that day to get the assignment for the week.  There is no excuse!

“When do I get my work back?”:  I will have your assignments graded every weekend and back in your hands on Monday.  

All content and lab predictions can be changed at any time. Changes will be reflected on line
Calendar of Chemistry
Weeks 1,2 & 3 Introduction/ metrics / scientific method /   

safety 
  
  Metrics / lab write ups / Powers of 10 film 

/    
 Week 4 Chapter 1  Matter
 Weeks 5-6   Chapter 2     / Atomic structure/ electrons
Weeks 7-8     Chapter 3 & 8   /   Periodic table & properties
Weeks 9-12  Chapter 4 /  Compounds 
Weeks12-14  Chapter 5 / Types of Compounds
Week 15-16    Chapter 6 / Reactions and Equations
 Week 17  Chapter 7   / Model of the atom
Week 18   Review    &   finals




Semester 2
 Weeks 1-2 Chapter 9     Bonding
Weeks 3-5    Chapter 10      Kinetics
Weeks 6-7    Chapter 11     Gases   
Weeks 8-9   Chapter 12 / Stoichiometry
Weeks 10-12   Chapter 13   /   Water
Weeks  13-14 Chapter 14  / Acids & Bases

Weeks 15    Chapter 15   / Acids and Bases
Week 16   Chapter 18  / Organic
Week 17   Chapter 21   / Nuclear Chemistry 

    review and final 

Tentative lab schedule

Weeks 1-2   Measurement labs / metrics lab
Week 3         States of matter lab

Week 4- 6     Atomic structure worksheets and mini labs

Weeks 7-8     Periodic Table lab

Weeks 9-12   Testing bonding properties lab

Weeks 12-14  Names and formula labs

Weeks 15-16    Mole calculation lab

Week 17  Reaction types lab

Semester II

Week 1-2   Stoiciometry labs

Weeks 3-5   States of matter/heat lab / gas labs

Weeks 6-7   Solutions lab

Weeks 8-9  Thermo labs

Weeks 10-12  Equilibrium labs

Weeks 13-14   Titration labs

Week 15

Redox lab

Week 16           Electro-chem. lab

Week  17          Nuclear chemistry lab

