Students aim for world record with gizmos galore
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FOUNTAIN HILLS - Nearly 100 Fountain Hills High School physics students used chutes, ladders, ropes, buckets, dominos, balloons and other gadgets this week in attempt to break a Guinness World Records mark.

The students from three classes created a series of 20 Rube Goldberg inventions Monday with the goal of sending a single ball through a labyrinth of 176 different steps, which would break the Guinness record of 125. 

Each dip, drop, spring or other mechanism counted as one step. 
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Some of the inventions, coordinated by Fountain Hills physics teacher Paul McElligott, were taken out of the mix because the ball kept jamming, and it was too early to say if a new record was set.

The name Rube Goldberg pertains to an invention with many working parts, which is unnecessarily complicated enough to perform a very menial task.

In this case, the Fountain Hills students tried to push a ball from point A to point B.

"It's basically a whole set up contraptions that make it work," said McElligott, who monitored inventions from students in three physics classes.

The amusing gauntlet of pipes, tubes, slides and elevators was made up of stuff found in most garages.

Some of the more bizarre additions included a cup of coffee that tipped over and created movement to push the ball forward, and a dancing Santa Claus that shook the ball loose.

"Dominoes were probably the most difficult," said freshman Ashley Balcerzak. "Especially with people walking by, they kept getting knocked over." 

