News Release 

 Fountain Hills High School

16100 Palisades Blvd.

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

The Fountain Hills School District has purchased a Hydrogen Fuel automobile.  This car has far reaching implications for student impact, curriculum study and grant supported research, The Golden Eagle Foundation provided the key grant toward the purchase of this vehicle.  The vehicle is a 99’ Ford Crown Victoria  CNG (Converted Natural Gas).  250,000 of the CNG vehicles were made by Ford in the early alternative fuel program through 2002. The purchase occurred officially on the 25th of July.
This car has been specially modified through the efforts of Mr. Russ Voorhees of Global Hydrogen LTD.  Russ is a former patent attorney interested in persuading the federal government and states such as Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and California to invest in Hydrogen refueling stations every 200 miles along the old Route 66.  He is seeking to place up to 20 stations in Arizona.   In a recent publication Russ stated he is asking Governor Napolitano to start the station funding near Fountain Hills.  More information can be obtained on his two websites: www.globalhydrogen.org and www.hydrogenarmy.org.
The car, operating on a 37% hydrogen and 63% methane fuel, will be able to drive a 250 mile radius and obtain about 25 miles to the equivalent gallon. The conversion equipment is surprisingly inexpensive on these CNG cars.

The car is the first prong of a three-prong investment being made by Dr. Paul McElligott, the Science Chair at the high school.  The car will be used at the various district schools to show students that there are options to gasoline.  Alternative fuel cars are very popular.  The car will be available to the district schools in Fountain Hills for education purposes.  It is also expected that by allowing high school students to investigate the car and help do additional research that more students will be inspired to look at optional fuels.  In addition, students will see this as a real live demonstration for the chemistry, environmental, and biology classes at the high school.  The drive for the curriculum in science is to do and see inquiry science.  Providing live visuals can inspire both environmental consciousness as well as applied scientific principles.  

The second prong of green energy investment effort, now under way, is to set up a state of the art weather station which has come from multiple donation sources including the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).  The station when set up will provide real time weather as well as historical data to all the district classrooms, K-12, by way of the internet.  Understanding how our planet is changing and looking at real time weather changes can provide evidence to students of global shifts such as the current warming trends.  A public button on the www.fhusd.org  main website is under consideration.  
Finally, the third prong of investment involves a green research project backed by a generous series of grants from ASU and SRP.  They have funded a three year project to set up both photovoltaic energy and hydrogen fuel cell energy to a building in the district. We have invested two years of research looking at various options.  In this is the third year, we will start the full installation and energy monitoring.  This project will examine how both solar energy as well as a hydrogen fuel cells can act as sources for an energy savings.  This study may have investment implications for the district in the future.  
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