Fountain Hills High School

Science Department 
Department guidelines for plagiarism

1. Teachers can use their own rules at their discretion but should publish them to you prior to a paper.

2. We use strict definitions of plagiarism.  Ideas can be plagiarized as well as their words.  WE will count pictures, ideas or exact wording as plagiarism.  In addition changing only a couple of words IS STILL PLAGIARISM.  It’s still stealing ideas without giving credit.

3. Penalties for plagiarism:

A. Infractions of plagiarism for pictures, graphs or ideas:

1 INCIDENT ON A PAPER = ½ LETTER GRADE REDUCTION

2  INCIDENTS ON A PAPER = ONE LETTER GRADE REDUCTION

                        3  INCIDENTS ON A PAPER = TWO LETTER GRADES REDUCTION

4 INCIDENTS ON A PAPER  =  THREE Grades of reduction

ETC.

B Infractions of plagiarism for word for word coping despite the source.

1 SENTENCE ON A PAPER = ½ LETTER GRADE REDUCTION

       2 SENTENCES ON A PAPER = ONE LETTER GRADE REDUCTION

                        ONE PARAGRAPH ON A PAPER = TWO LETTER GRADES REDUCTION

2 PAPARGRAPHS ON A PAPER  =  THREE Grades of reduction

ETC.

½ A PAGE  TO A PAGE = F 50% 

OVER ONE PAGE  – Boy were you naughty!  ZERO!!!

