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Fountain Hills High School Students Compete for Multi-Million Dollar Grant
Students Working to Develop a 100 MPGe Vehicle
WHAT:                 Fountain Hills High School teacher Dr. Paul McElligott and students in the Research Club are working on a vehicle they hope will achieve 100 MPGe (miles per gallon energy equivalent) and emit less than 200 grams of carbon dioxide per mile – and if they succeed, they can be one of the teams to receive a share of the $10 million prize sponsored by Progressive Automotive X Prize Competition. The Falcon Hills Research Team is one of only two high schools in the nation to enter a car in the competition. 
The project was initially sponsored with a $2,500 grant from the Toyota TAPESTRY Program, the nation’s largest science teacher grant program, which awards $550,000 each year to outstanding science teachers around the country. McElligott was recently announced as a returning grant recipient for 2009; this is his second award from the program.

WHAT ELSE:       The Research Club team, nicknamed Falcon Future, is an ambitious group of Fountain Hills High students who participate in the program, designed to encourage students to enter science and technology fields. Students have donated hundreds of after-school and weekend hours to design and build a concept for this new environmentally-friendly car. Students have already raised more than $20,000 through grants, corporate donations and community support.
The group officially submitted its registration application to the X Prize Competition in December 2008, and learned just last month that they were accepted as one of 40 teams already announced as finalists. The competition is designed to inspire a new generation of viable, super fuel-efficient vehicles to offer more consumer choices. After passing the first round of qualification, Falcon Future will now move into the second round of competition. Winners will be announced in 2010, but you can come by the school now to see them in action. 

WHERE:               Fountain Hills High School             

                                16100 Palisades Blvd

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

VISUALS:             * Students designing, building and testing 100 MPGe vehicle

                             * Trial and error tests of vehicle prior to X Prize testing and presentations

                             * Opportunity to discuss green energy and automotive technology with scientists of the future

**Interview opportunities available with Dr. McElligott and students, by request **
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CONTACT:                   Lyndsey Payzant                                                                                                      
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