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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Fountain Hills High School’s “Falcon Future” Announces Status as 
Registered Team in the Progressive Insurance Automotive X PRIZE
Progressive Insurance Automotive X PRIZE Welcomes New Registered Team in 
Multimillion Dollar Competition to Develop 100 MPGe Vehicles

Fountain Hills, Arizona  February 25th, 2009 — Falcon Future today announced its acceptance into the multimillion dollar Progressive Insurance Automotive X PRIZE, a competition designed to inspire a new generation of viable, super fuel-efficient vehicles to offer more consumer choices.
Falcon Future officially submitted its registration application on December 15th of 2008, an important step towards ensuring that it is at the starting line when the competition kicks off next year. Final confirmation of the team’s Registered Team status is pending their signature of a Master Team Agreement (MTA) upon its upcoming release. 

The Falcon Future team is an ambitious group of high school students from the Research Club of Fountain Hills High School, located in Fountain Hills, Arizona. The club sponsor, Dr. Paul McElligott, a science teacher who has a research background and the author of several U.S. patents, formed the Research Club to encourage students to enter science and technology fields. 
The Research Club also is working with Mr. Rick Hanson, a former 20-year General Motors engineer and now owner of CCR Composites, a car parts manufacturer, and with Mr. Kevin Fern, a certified DOT mechanic in alternative fuel retrofits and owner of AFV Technologies. This team of high school students and company supporters, with initial grant money from NSTA’s Toyota Tapestry program, has been working diligently since August 2008 to design and build an innovative alternative fuel vehicle that will achieve 100 MPGe.
Already, more than 40 teams have been accepted as Registered Contenders, and an additional 100 teams have signed Letters of Intent to compete for their share of the $10 million prize purse, funded by Progressive, which will be awarded to those that can design and build production-capable, 100 MPGe (miles per gallon energy equivalent) vehicles that people will want to buy and that meet market needs for price, size, capability, safety and performance
Those who pass this first round of qualification, as Falcon Future now has, will move into the next phase of competition. Winners will be announced in 2010.
“We congratulate ‘Falcon Future’ on its commitment to developing super fuel efficient vehicles,” noted Julie Zona, Director of Team Development and Relations for the Progressive Automotive X PRIZE.  “While there’s still much to be accomplished before reaching that starting line, we’re pleased to see that they have taken this important step in the process.”

About Falcon Future:
The Research Club of Fountain Hills High School, designer of the Falcon Future car, is focused on developing STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) projects that will attract and inspire students with authentic applications and potential community and world impact. The Falcon Future team, an equal mix of young women and men, is dedicated in their pursuit to design and build a new concept for the environmentally friendly car; a car project to which these students have already donated hundreds of after-school hours and weekend time.
Through initial grants from Toyota Tapestry and the local Golden Eagle Foundation, the Research Club also owns two alternative fuel (hydrogen and methane) road-certified vehicles that serve as bona fide laboratories on wheels. Fountain Hills High School is a small, four-year public high school in the Phoenix area with a commitment to student learning and educational excellence. 

For more information about Falcon Future, please visit their website at http://www.hs.fountainhillsschools.org/index.cfm?pID=1506 or contact Dr. Paul McElligott at pmcelligott@fhusd.org. 

About the Progressive Automotive X PRIZE Competition:
The goal of the Progressive Automotive X PRIZE, a project of the X PRIZE Foundation, is to inspire a new generation of viable, super fuel-efficient vehicles that offer more consumer choices.  Ten million dollars in prizes will be awarded to the teams that win a stage race for clean, production-capable vehicles that exceed 100 MPGe. 

The Progressive Automotive X PRIZE will place a major focus on affordability, safety, and the environment. It is about developing real, production-capable cars that consumers want to buy, not science projects or concept cars.  This progress is needed because today’s oil consumption is unsustainable and because automotive emissions significantly contribute to global warming and climate change.

For more information about the Progressive Automotive X PRIZE, please visit www.progressiveautoxprize.org or email progressiveautopress@xprize.org. 

About Progressive:
Progressive, founded in 1937, is a leading insurer of cars, motorcycles, recreation vehicles, boats and commercial vehicles. The Company offers competitive rates and innovative products and services that meet drivers’ needs throughout their lifetimes as well as 24/7 online and in-person customer and claims service. 
One of Progressive’s Core Values is Excellence. To the Company’s more than 27,000 people, it simply means seeking constant improvement. Over time, this has meant introducing revolutionary ideas that make car insurance easier to shop for, buy and use. It’s this same innovative spirit that’s behind the Company’s sponsorship of the Progressive Automotive X PRIZE. The Progressive Automotive X PRIZE will inspire innovation that will produce more fuel efficient vehicle choices, helping to make a difference in people’s lives. 

Progressive’s products and services are available locally through more than 30,000 independent insurance agencies in the U.S., online at www.progressive.com and by phone at 1-800-PROGRESSIVE (1-800-776-4737). 
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